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RAIL UPDATE

COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE

Each month, our Freight•cast™ forecasting methodology works for you, analyzing millions of data
points across the transportation landscape to deliver a data-driven trucking, rail, intermodal, and
economic forecast to support your decision-making and planning needs.

From rate outlooks and driver payroll analysis to commodity-specific freight forecasts, we
provide the industry’s best companies with the tools they need to succeed in a variety of formats.

Each month, you’ll receive:
Exclusive FTR forecasts for the Rail Shippers Conditions Index and Railcar Utilization Outlook.
Comprehensive rail carload forecasts and outlooks, broken down by AAR commodity
grouping to provide targeted insights.

Reports Expert Access Graphics Packages Webinars Databases

Make faster, smarter decisions with monthly forecasts and insights with FTR as your
unbiased, third-party transportation advisor by subscribing to the Rail Update.
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What to Expect

YOUR SECRET WEAPON FOR STRATEGIC DECISION MAKING

The Rail Update provides critical forecasts empowering leaders to make data-driven decisions. By
leveraging this actionable intelligence, companies can gain a competitive edge, optimize
operations, and drive sustained improvements in organizational health and profitability.

Using the Rail Update

INFORMED DECISION-MAKING ORGANIZATIONAL HEALTH

Good data drives great decisions. Great decisions lead to winning in
a competitive marketing place.

Winning leads to a healthy 
bottom line.

Data-driven strategies
Mitigated risks
Opportunity identification 

Better benchmarking
Strategic positioning
Proactive adaptation

Efficiency
Improved ROI
Healthier margins



RAIL UPDATE
Overview
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Exclusive FTR forecasts included:
FTR Rail Shippers Conditions Index
Rail Carloads Outlook
Velocity: Total Rail
Railcar Utilization Outlook
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RAIL UPDATE
Freight Environment
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Exclusive FTR forecasts included:
Carload Outlook: Economically-Sensitive Freight
Carload Outlook: Total
Carload Outlook: Coal
Carload Outlook: Ag Products
N.A. Rail Carloads SummaryW
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RAIL UPDATE
Rail Service Environment
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Exclusive FTR forecasts included:
Carload Service Overview
Velocity: Total Rail
Dwell Time: Total Rail
Cars Online: Total Rail
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RAIL UPDATE
Capacity and Operations
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Exclusive FTR forecasts included:
Rail Shippers Conditions Index
Railcar Utilization Outlook
Rail Rate Overview
Public Railroad Carrier Data
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RAIL UPDATE
Economic Environment
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Exclusive FTR forecasts included:
Economic Outlook Overview
GDP: Consumer Expenditures
IP Outlook: Manufacturing
GDP: Residential Investment
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RAIL UPDATE
Economic Environment
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Exclusive FTR forecasts included:
Unemployment Rate Outlook
Economic Outlook Probabilities
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RAIL UPDATE
U.S. Economic Outlook
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Exclusive FTR forecasts included:
GDP Breakdown
IP Breakdown
Real GD Outlook
GDP: Business Inventories



RAIL UPDATE
N.A. Carload Groups
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Exclusive FTR forecasts included:
Carload Outlook: Ag Products
Traffic Group: Ag Products
Carload Outlook: Automotive
Traffic Group: Automotive



RAIL UPDATE
N.A. Carload Groups
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Exclusive FTR forecasts included:
Carload Outlook: Chemicals
Traffic Group: Chemicals
Carload Outlook: Coal
Traffic Group: Coal



RAIL UPDATE
N.A. Carload Groups
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Exclusive FTR forecasts included:
Carload Outlook: Forest Products
Traffic Group: Forest Products
Carload Outlook: Metal & Products
Traffic Group: Metal & Products



RAIL UPDATE
N.A. Carload Groups
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Exclusive FTR forecasts included:
Carload Outlook: Nonmetallic Minerals
Traffic Group: Nonmetallic Minerals
Carload Outlook: Other Carloads
Traffic Group: Other Carloads



RAIL UPDATE
N.A. Rail Freight Outlook
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Exclusive FTR forecasts included:
Total Carloads



RAIL UPDATE
Rail Service by Railroad
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Exclusive FTR forecasts included:
Velocity: Total Rail
Velocity: BNSF
Velocity: CP
Velocity: CN
Velocity: CSX
Velocity: KCS
Velocity: NS
Velocity: UP
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Rail Service by Railroad
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Exclusive FTR forecasts included:
Dwell Time: Total Rail
Dwell Time: BNSF
Dwell Time: CP
Dwell Time: CN
Dwell Time: CSX
Dwell Time: KCS
Dwell Time: NS
Dwell Time: UP



RAIL UPDATE
Rail Service by Railroad
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Exclusive FTR forecasts included:
Cars Online: Total Rail
Cars Online: BNSF
Cars Online: CP
Cars Online: CN
Cars Online: CSX
Cars Online: KCS
Cars Online: NS
Cars Online: UP



RAIL UPDATE
N.A. Carload Commodities
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Exclusive FTR forecasts included:
Weekly Carloads: Grain
Weekly Carloads: Grain Mill Products
Weekly Carloads: Farm Products
Weekly Carloads: Food and Kindred Products
Traffic Group: Agricultural Products



RAIL UPDATE
N.A.Carload Commodities
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Exclusive FTR forecasts included:
Weekly Carloads: Chemicals
Weekly Carloads: Petroleum Products
Traffic Group: Chemicals



RAIL UPDATE
N.A. Carload Commodities
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Exclusive FTR forecasts included:
Weekly Carloads: Primary Forest Products
Weekly Carloads: Lumber & Wood
Weekly Carloads: Pulp and Paper Products
Traffic Group: Forest Products



RAIL UPDATE
N.A. Carload Commodities
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Exclusive FTR forecasts included:
Weekly Carloads: Metallic Ores
Weekly Carloads: Primary Metal Products
Weekly Carloads: Coke
Weekly Carloads: Iron and Steel Scrap
Traffic Group: Metal and Products



RAIL UPDATE
N.A. Carload Commodities
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Exclusive FTR forecasts included:
Weekly Carloads: Stone, Sand, and Gravel
Weekly Carloads: Stone, Clay, and Glass
Weekly Carloads: Nonmetallic Minerals
Traffic Group: Nonmetallic Minerals



RAIL UPDATE
N.A. Carload Commodities
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Exclusive FTR forecasts included:
Weekly Carloads: Motor Vehicles & Parts
Weekly Carloads: Coal
Traffic Group: Automotive
Traffic Group: Coal



RAIL UPDATE
N.A. Carload Commodities
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Exclusive FTR forecasts included:
Weekly Carloads: Waste & Other Scrap
Weekly Carloads: All Other
Traffic Group: Other Carloads
Economically Sensitive Freight: Carloads Overview



RAIL UPDATE
Commentary
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What news matters? What doesn't?
Every day, you're barraged with overwhelming amounts of data. From customers, to
coworkers, to news sources, everyone has their own opinions about what deserves
attention.

Each month, the FTR experts craft a data-driven commentary to tell you exactly
what they are paying attention to and the risks you should have on your radar.

In addition, as a client, you have access to these experts through a dedicated Client
Relations Team to field your inquiries.
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Commentary (Continued)
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Prefer more interactive content? Join our exclusive client-only webinars!
As an FTR client, we host a monthly webinar exclusively for our clients. 

We've heard there are other market intelligence companies that charge for their
webinars. 

We don't think that's right. FTR account users, and anyone else with an email from
your company's domain, can join our monthly webinars to get up to speed on what
news they should be paying attention to!



RAIL UPDATE
Glossary
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New to the industry?
If you have new employees in the transportation department, or just need a
refresher, the glossary provides a great starting point to understanding the FTR and
industry lingo you need to know.



RAIL UPDATE

WHICH LEVEL IS RIGHT FOR YOU?
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Everything in STANDARD, plus:

$3,500 /year$1,750/year

Who needs a STANDARD-level subscription?

Companies that are just beginning to explore
market intelligence. 

One key person is likely responsible for tracking
trends and reporting to leadership—navigating
what data matters, where to find it, and how to
keep up in a fast-changing market.

Who needs a PREMIUM-level subscription?

Companies with defined data needs and a team
in place to analyze and visualize trends. 

You regularly brief leadership and key accounts,
and when market data doesn’t add up, you want
direct access to experts to make sense of it—
fast.

Every organization is at a different stage in its market intelligence journey. Our
goal is simple: equip you with the tools to quickly analyze market trends, so you
can spend less time digging through data—and more time making strategic
decisions that drive your business forward.

Ready to Take the Next Step?
Contact us to learn how you can take your 

market intelligence to the next level!

Derek Young
Vice President, Sales & Marketing
dyoung@ftrintel.com
888.988.1699 x66

STANDARD

PREMIU
M

Monthly Report
Exclusive Client-Only Webinar
Up to (5) Additional Users
Support from Client Relations
Team

Excel File with Historical Data and
Forecasts
Graphics Package with 100+
Prepopulated Slides
State of Freight Insights Commentary
Subscription ($2,500 value)
Annual Market Update Call 


